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GENERAL INFORMATTON PERTAINING TO S/ATER. R.IGTTTS II{ CALIFORNIA

There are two principal types of surface water rights in Califomia. They are riparian and ap-

propriative rights.

A riparian right enables an owner of land bordering a natuml lake or stream to take and use

water on his riparian land. Riparian land must be in the same watershed as the water sourco

and must never haye been severed from the sourqps of supply by an intenrenjqrg parcel with-

out reservation of the riparian right to the severed parcel. Generally, a riparian water user

must share the water supply with other riparian users. Riparian rights may be used to divert

the natural flow of a sBeam but may not be used to store water for later use or to divert watet

which originates in a different watershed, or rerurn flows from use of groundwater.

An appropriate right is required for use of water on nonriparian land and for storage of water.

Generally, appropriative rights may be exercised only when there is a sulplus not needed by

riparian water users. Since 1914 new appropriators have been required to obtain a permit and

license from the State.

Sfatements of watpr Diversion-and Use must be filed by riparian and pre-1914 appropriative

water users. The filing of a statement (1) provides a record of water use, (2) enables the State

to notify such users if someone proposes a new appropriation upsu'eam from their diversion,

and (3) assists the State to detennine if additional water is available for futurs appropriators.

The above discussion is provided for general information. For more specific information eon-

cerning water rights, please contact an attorney or write to this offiee. We have several

pamphlets available. They include:

"Statements of Water Diversion and Use"

"Inforrnation Fertaining to Water Rights in California"

"Water Righrs for Stockponds ConstructEd Prior to 1959"

"Appropriation of Water in California"
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